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CALGARY-BASED JUNIOR HEADS TO NOVA SCOTIA
TO DEVELOP CBM PLAY BY LYNDA HARRISON
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At 5:18 a.m. on May 9, 1992, an explosion
ripped through the eight-month-old Westray
coal mine near Stellarton, Nova Scotia, killing
26 workers and shattering the windows of homes
a mile above the blast.

The mine never re-opened. A public inquiry blamed corporate
negligence and eriminal charges were laid, but later dropped. A near-
by memorial park reminds visitors of the human casts of the tragedy.

Eight gas explesions have occurred in that mine seam since 1914,
Now, the same deadly gas that caused the Westray explosion, and
those same coal seams that contain it, could prove lucrative for a
Calgary-based junior.

Stealth Ventures Ltd. has a 100% interest in a coalbed methane
(CBM) play in the Stellarton sub-hasin of Pictou County and is farm-
ing-in to earn 73% of the acreage in nearby Cumberland Basin.

Drilling for coalbed methane does not hold the dangers mining
coal does. “It’s an apple and an orange,” says Derek Krivak, vice-presi-
dent of operatons. All things considered, he believes
Stealth has two of the best CBM plays going.

The company has a permit on abour 24,000 acres at
Stellarton, where individual eoal seam thicknesses range
from one to 14 metres, gas content is hetween 100 and
330 standard cubic feer (scf) per ton and seams are gener-
ally 400 to 1 200 metres below surface.

Its 157,000-acre Cumberland play has seams of about 235 metres in
thickness and gas content of up to 310 scf per ton. According to
Stealth, the properties have been estimated to contain a gross
resource of up to 2.5 tef of gas in place.

In comparison, the Horseshoe Canyon CBM play of Alberta (undl
July of this year the only commercial CBM play in Canada) has gas
content of 20-50 scf per ton, a resource of 13-20 tcf of gas in place
and seam thicknesses of one to 12 metres, according to Defiant Energy
Corporation, now Advantage Energy Income Fund.

The Upper Mannville in Alberta, where joint venture partners
‘Trident Exploration Corp., Nexen Inc. and Red Willow Production
Company were the first to declare their CBM project a commercial
success in July, has gas content of 175-330 scf, 130-170 tef of gas in
place and seams of one to 12 metres in thickness.

CBM is also present in British Columbia, but no commercial
plays exist.
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